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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:


The frame of this microscope consists of two crossways attached brass rods. One rod is fitted with the wooden handle at one end and the lens at the other, the other rod with the stage at one end and a sharp needle at the other. The microscope may be fitted with the following accessories: five different lenses in wooden mounts, fourteen specimen-grips: 4 sharp pins, a hook, a sharp fork, six spatulas, a pick-axe shaped grip, a holder for capillaries. Also present are a pair of tweezers and a turpentine box.

This type of microscope is attributed to the Musschenbroek workshop because the workmanship of the lenses, the stage and the accessories is exactly the same as the signed Musschenbroek microscopes. Also in the sales-list of the Musschenbroek workshop of 1694 an ’inferior microscope with three lenses’ is mentioned and re-appears in subsequent lists. Moreover, the optical properties of the lenses of this microscope are very similar to the properties of the lenses of the signed Musschenbroek microscopes. 

A very similar instrument is depicted by Denecke in his Vollständiges Lehrgebäude der ganzen Optik and designated a ‘Dutch microscope’. An instrument of this type is depicted on a painting by Caspar Netscher (supposed to represent Nicolaas Hartsoeker, now in the Kurpfalzisches Museum in Heidelberg, Germany) in 1682.

Optical characteristics: 

	Lens
	Magn.
	Resol. ((m.)

	1
	x87
	2.8

	2
	x32
	4

	3
	x29
	6

	4
	x18
	10

	5
	x14.5
	10
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